
Contents

From the Vice Chair
Membership Survey
Corsham Tapestry
Reviews
Obituary – Nancy Burrows
People of Corsham
Corsham High Street Project
12 Pickwick 
Wadswick Green
Planning-Data Centres

-Lime Down
-Pickwick-north of A4

Local Myths or Truth
A Railway Story
Beechfield Nature Reserve
Corsham Station Update
For your diaries

1
2
2
2
3
4
5
6
9
10
12
13
15
15
17
20
21

Corsham Spotlight

Contributions to
Spotlightare very

welcome. 

Please submit articles to
Pat Whalleyat:

patsay642@outlook.com

EDITORIAL - What is Corsham Civic Society?

The Society comprises a group of people who came together

originally to show their concern about the development of

Corsham, particularly the proposals to demolish certain

historically interesting buildings in the town in the name of

‘progress’. Our objections were enough to save the frontage of

the originalWorkhouse, whichwas situatedbesidethe Royal Oak,

and behind what is now an antique shop and we were able to

raise our voices againstthe demolitionof Osborne House which

sits at No 1. Station Road. The Society worked with the Town

Council to achieve the restoration of the Mayo Memorial which

stands proudly at the end of the High Street at the junctionwith

Priory Street. We continue to promote all the reasons that

Corsham should have a railwaystation. This is a story which goes

on and on but despite the sometimes-pessimisticview expressed

locally,we must continueto hope there is ‘lightat the end of the

tunnel’. In the ‘now’ we must continue to watch and make our

views known regardingthe burgeoningdevelopmentof the town.

Do we have the support facilities– doctors, schools etc, to serve

our growing community?We have a very attractive High Street;

how can we encourage entrepreneursto grow their businesses

here in Corsham?Come and join us, make your views known. We

may not have a legal representationin the town, but after 63

years, we are able to voice an opinion which will be taken into

account. See the front insidepagefor contactdetails,and the back

pagefor detailsof our meetingsfor the year.

Pat Whalley
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From the Vice Chair
Well, I know it is a bit latebut may I, on behalfof your committee,wish
you a Happy New Year – thoughwhere we are all goingis very difficult
to judge!

Our new meetingvenue to St Aldhelm’s has been very successfuland
has resulted in three new members and we have welcomed back
severalmemberswho had not attendedfor some time back in the fold.
We haveheld three eventsso far this year.

At the end of January, we had a most interesting talk about St.
Athelstan’s Way. This was followed at the end of February by our
annuallunch. This time we went outside the civic parish boundary,but
it was very successful, with no complaints and much praise for the
menu,the venueand, of course, the company!At the end of March,we
had an explanationand review of the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan
2016-2026 by stafffrom the Town Council. There is more about each
of theseelsewhere.

The Annual General Meetingwill take place on 15th May in the Town
Hall. Please do make a note and then attendas this is your society and
we want your views. BUT we do need new blood on the committee.
The ages of the eight current committee members are four over 80,
one fast approaching80, another not too far off 80 and two others in
their 70s. So please sound out fellow members and twist their arms
into agreeingfor their nameto be put forward on the nominationforms
includedwith the issue. NOW!

We are looking forward to talks on People and Places of Chippenham
at the end of April, the restoration of the Assize Buildingin Devizes at
the end of Juneand some of the Characters of Bath at the end of July–
so three subjectsof local historicalinterestto whet your appetites.

And then we will gatherin the gardenof the Almshousesfor our annual
garden party at the end of August – please note a change of date – it
will now be on Saturday29th August. We do hope you can join us at
one of theseforthcomingevents.

I have includeda set of short articlesabout three planningissues. I hope
you do not find them too much like teaching grandmothers to suck
eggs, but they clearly illustratethe way in which big businesscontinues
to railroad through planningapplicationswith very little notice being
taken of the views of local residents. Or the fine detail in the actual
planningpermission.

Edward Barrett



MembershipSurvey

Your responses to our survey have been disappointing. So far about a quarter of you have
responded – all very promptly - thankyou. We would be gratefulfor a reply from the other three
quartersas, to a degree, the futureof the Society dependson your answers. If you cannot readily
put the survey to hand,pleasecontact me and I will emaila copy to you. The minimumwe need is
a mobilenumberand how you wish to receiveyour Spotlight.

Edward Barrett

The Corsham Tapestry

The Corsham Tapestry continues but a trifle slowly. As at the end of March, our stitchers have
completed27 of our plannedimagesso far and very good they are. Another 28 are beingworked
on at the moment – and many more await attention!The number of stitchershave fluctuatedbut
was boosted by several new ones who swapped their knittingneedleson the Peacock WI poppy
cascadefor sewingneedleson our project, whichboosted our numbersto the grandtotal of 21.
New stitchersare most welcome.

Edward Barrett

Reviews

Our first meeting of the year in January, broughtCarole Brittento our door, to tell us about an
exceptional lady who lived her life in a way which many might consider eccentric. Hilary Peters,
daughter of a literary agent, was born in London in 1939. She studied theology at St Anne’s
College, Oxford. After which she decided to ignore the ‘trappings’of the world around her, to
concentrateon the basicsof life. She noted the decimationof the flora and faunain her nativecity,
and architectureold and new which was changingthe landscape. In response she set up a nursery
gardenin the city, and founda spot at Union Wharf at Greenwich, which is still a focus for visitors
to the London Open Gardens Weekend.

Between 1983 and 2014 she travelled the canals and waterways in a narrowboat, during which
time she recorded constantlyher views and thoughtsabout each destination. Always the theme
was relatedto ecology and architecture,often concerningreligiousbuildings. Hilary then continued
her journey between Cornwall and Scotland in an old ambulance, often accompanied by her
favouriteanimals,and alwaysdelightingin the naturalworld around her. In her later years she took
up residence at Worcester Lodge on the Badmintonestate, where she enjoyed and shared with
visitors, the beautifullandscape around her, until her death in 2022. Whilst Hilary considered
herself to be ‘hermit’, she also enjoyed scones and jam, and sharing her philosophy of life with
others. It was following her death that her ‘writings’ were considered too important to be filed
away. These have since become an aide to the progress of the ‘Athelstan Pilgrims Way’, which
followsa route across 6 Beneficesof the North Wiltshire Deanery.

Carole, our speaker has brought together an intriguingpicture of Hilary and her meanderings,in
her book ‘Past, Present and Presence’ a companion guide to the ‘Athelstan Pilgrims Way’. A
potentialjourney of 100 miles, it can be made in short or longer bursts, by bicycle or on foot, but
alwayswith the beautyof natureall around.



In February, our Annual Lunch was held at Il
Vello d’Oro, Shaw. An Italian Restaurant, with
some Britishfare also available. This friendlyvenue
welcomed some 32 Society members and treated
us to an excellentmealwhichwas enjoyedby all.

The March meeting gave members the opportunity to learn about and question, Corsham Town

Council officers about the 2026 Neighbourhood Plan. A very important part of the town’s

development and plans for the future, and the frequentlyperceived need for more housing for the

County, and the requirementto retainthe beautifulspaces which surround our local towns and villages.

This encourageda livelydiscussionand questiontime.

Pat Whalley

Obituary

We were extremely saddened to hear of the death of Nancy Burrowes. Nancy was the wife of Dr
Burrowes, a stalwartof the medicalpractiseat the Porch Surgeryin Corsham for manyyears.
Husband and wife were Life members of the Society and always interested in the history and
developmentof the town. The familywere a constantsupport of activitiesin the area; their son wrote a
thesis on the story of the Workhouse in Corsham, as part of his university studies. He very kindly
donated it to the Society, and it is housed with our records on Corsham held at the Wiltshire Records
Office in Chippenham.
Our thoughtsare with the familyat this difficulttime

Pat Whalley



The People of Corsham - Sanjeevan Garcha

As Jeevanleavesus to move to London, the Corsham Civic Society feels it’s the right time to put
the Spotlighton our reliable,cheerfuland hard-working owner of Barnett Brothers on Corsham’s
High Street. For many of us, a visit to her shop is regular, collecting the paper, seeing balloons
blown for a birthdayparty, havinga bet on the Lottery, or buyinga card from the extraordinarily
divergentcollectionin the back room. When Jeevanand her husbandJasvirtook over in 2001, the
greeting cards would not have included such a range of relationshipsand occasions as it does
today!And it’s not justthe cards – whatcan’tyou buy at Barnetts?
Jeevanwas brought up on the familyfarm in a villagein the Punjab,India. After the villageschool,
she went to college, in a city 2 hours away, to pass higher exams and study art. This meant
boarding school for 5 years. After graduation,a decision about any career for Jeevanwas put on
hold as she entered an arrangedmarriageto Jasvir Garcha and, yes, she had met him before the
marriage,and yes, it was such a relief to find this extremelyhandsomeyoung man chosen for her.
She lightsup at the very mention!Jasvirwas born and broughtup in the UK. In 1994 Jeevanmoved
to Englandto join him in Islingtonwhere Jasvir worked in graphic design. After 7 years in which
time, a daughterand a son were born, we, old enough, will never forget ‘Black Wednesday’, in
September1992, duringthe devastatingfinancialcrisis in the UK. Like so many,Jas lost his job, but
becausehis work had taken him to Bath and surroundingarea, he suggestedthey look there for a
businessopportunity. Very fortunatelyfor us, they foundBarnettBrothers in Corsham. When they
arrived, they turned the unused space into the card room, enablingthem to grow their business
into the presentmulti-choice emporium! Jeevanand familywere happyin Corsham from the start,
describingthe people as welcomingand friendly.
One particularfriendwas and still is, MichaelRumsey, Chair of Corsham Civic Society for 16 years
before recent retirement. His previous retirement from being a Head Teacher in primary
education,meant he could tutor people which, of course, includesthose for whom Englishis not
their first language. Michael and his friend Mollie were present at Jeevan’sCeremony of British
Citizenship. As well as Jeevan’s family benefittingfrom Michael’s professional help, they also
enjoyed cooking for each other and sharing take-aways. Michael was also generous by driving
members of the familyif needed. JujharGarcha, the middle child, until recently was the Editor of
our Spotlightmagazinewhich continuesour bond with the family. On a sad note, Jasvirgave in to a
long-term illnessand moved to live near his parentsand manyrelationsin Derby. Jeevandecidedto
retire and London is where she now lives. She has founda house in Enfieldwhich is suitablefor her
sons to live with her. When she’s had a rest, she will look for work connectedto the world of Art.
So good luck to you Jeevan!We shallreallymiss you.

Jane Cox

Yash, Jujhar, Jeevan, Yasmin



Corsham High Street Project (CHSP)

In 2017, the Corsham Civic Society proposed to embark on a scheme to attempt to correctly
identifythe date(s) of the houses in Corsham High Street. We know that they are primarilyof 18th

centuryorigin,but could some of thembe earlier?
Such a scheme had been undertaken elsewhere, which had resulted in much information,
photographyand the publicationof a book which was very well received from the people in that
locality.
A launch meeting was held in April 2018 at which the plan was explained, volunteers came
forward, and a plan of actions was raised, which included a fundingapplicationto the Heritage
Lottery Fund, and liaison with Wiltshire Buildings Record at the Wiltshire & Swindon History
Centre in Chippenham,who would adviseon trainingfacilities.
Hardly had our plans been put into action, we were met with COVID -19 and, as you all know,
everythingwas broughtto a halt.
The Society feltthatthis would be a most interestingand productiveproject and would now like to
revive it. However, we cannot make such an undertakingwithout help. If you have any interest in
historical buildings and would be willing to help please email Edward Barrett at
edwardbarrett42@gmail.com to offer your help and expertise. It would be a shamenot to be able
to add to the Corsham story and supplymore informationto the alreadyrich historicalbase that is

our smallbut perfectlyformedtown.

The followingarticledemonstratessome of the informationthatcan come out of such a study.

Graffiti or Significant Markings
We had an interestingquery from JamesMorganthrough the website, regardingmarkingshe had
observed and photographedon buildingsin and around Corsham which, he asked, could they be
attributedto graffiti,mason’smarks, or witches’marks?

A letter ‘w’ found on the side of the Town Hall Building. 

mailto:edwardbarrett42@gmail.com
mailto:edwardbarrett42@gmail.com
mailto:edwardbarrett42@gmail.com
mailto:edwardbarrett42@gmail.com
mailto:edwardbarrett42@gmail.com


We referred Jamesto the Wiltshire MuseumDevizes, who were able to advise him on who may
be expert in this field,But then, we discoveredsomeone in our midst,who was able to expand on
this interestingsubject– John Maloney,one of our previous Chairmen, who was able to provide
more information,and also detailsof the datingof buildingswhich will be relevantto our plans to
explore more of the Corsham High Street and its origins. (CHSP) .

Since these two subjects seem to have some association one with the other, we thought you
would like to read John’sconclusionson the matterfrom an articlefrom Spotlightin Autumn 2018.

Pat Whalley

12 Pickwick ~ dendrochronology and apotropaic and other markings
Research into our Georgian house (below left) by Ellen Leslie, The Historyof 12 Pickwick,2015) has
been reported on in previous issues (Summer & Autumn 2016). That research and later work
establishedthat the main house was built before 1756, probably during 1720-30. However, the
kitchen block is a separatebuilding(below right) and Ellen surmisedthat it could date to the 17th
century. Many timbers in the roof of the kitchen block clearly have been re-used - indicatedby
joints and peg holes no longer in use – and some in the roof of the main house. We decided to
contact a dendrochronologicalcompany, the Nottinghamtree-ring dating laboratory[NTRDL] –
recommendedby Dorothy Treasure, Wiltshire BuildingsRecord - to obtain dates for some of the
timbers.

No. 12 frontage (left) and back (above) 
with single storey kitchen block in the 
right  



In essence, dendrochronology(tree-ring dating)
is the scientificmethod of datingtree rings (also
called growth-rings) sometimes to the exact
year they were formed and, also, in order to
analyse atmospheric conditions during different
periods in history (see details on diagram
opposite).

‘Dendro’ dating samples are taken by using a
core borer attached to a drill. The borer is
hollow and the core taken out has dimensions
like a pencil, usually a diameter of 7mm. The
width of the growth rings are measured to a
toleranceof 1/ 100 of a millimetre.

Samples were taken mainly from the kitchen
with one in the bathroom and a few from the
roof of the main house. The location of the
samples in the kitchen are shown in the
photograph opposite. All the timbers are oak.
The big main beam in the kitchen (numbered1,
right) is a termed a bressummer(a horizontal
load bearing beam in a timber framed building)
which produced an exceptional 250 growth
annual rings including 25 sapwood rings. The
fact thatthe sapwood was near completeallows
a great deal of confidence in its fellingdate of
1534-40.

The report states that " ...... six sampleswere
measuredand ... the site chronologyis 252 rings
long overall; these rings being reliably dated as
spanningthe years1284–1535". The main beam
in the kitchen " was planted in 1284 and felled
around 1535-40!” The cross matchingbetween
five of the samples was very close as shown in
the bar diagram (right). Notably, the cross
matching of two timbers corresponded with a
highdegreeof similarity(below right).

Graphic representation of two closely cross
matchingsamples

. 

Bar diagram of the cross matching samples in 
Wiltshire. 



“The site chronologywas comparedwiththousandsof chronologiesfromall overEngland,therewas a
clear tendencyfor it to match best, and indeed particularlywell, with those from other buildingsin
Wiltshire. For example,Great ChalfieldManor,at Atworth,suggestingthat the Pickwicktimberswere
sourcedfroma similar,relativelylocal,woodland”.

As to the re-use of timbers, most commonly, house, barn, stable and ship timbers were re-used.
Recyclingof used matchingsamplestimbersis a very old tradition.

On one of the beams in the kitchen are two ‘egg timer’, ‘vv’ or ‘Marian’ marks (right) which
accordingto Dorothy Treasure (Wiltshire BuildingsRecord) are based on the Virgo Virginumtype
of apotropaic mark (meaning to turn away) and, supposedly, having the power to avert evil
influencesor bad luck by invokingthe protectionof the VirginMary.

1 12 PICKWICK near CORSHAM, WILTSHIRE SN13 0HZ ~ TREE-RING ANALYSIS OF TIMBERS,
NottinghamTree-ringDatingLaboratory2018

There is also a 'butterfly'mark (above, right) which is apparentlya well-known representationof a
'spirit trap' ~ the premise was that any baleful/malevolententities entering the house would be
drawn to the trap and pinned to the wood and thereby ‘neutralised’. These are also known as
witchesmarks.

In the 17th centurywitchcraftwas a real concern. In 1604 King JamesI wrote, “forsometheysayeth
thatbeingtransformedin the likenessof a beastor fowl,theywillcomeand piercethroughwhatsoever
houseor church,thoughall ordinarypassagesbe closed,by whatsoeveropenairmayenterin at.”

Circles were regarded as solar symbols which could dispel darkness. Those are often
interconnectedas in this case (below) where there are concentric circles within which are two
smallcircles with anothercircle overlapping.

12 Pickwick: photographof circles enhancedby CAD ~ Wiltshire MedievalGraffitiSurvey



These are termed protection marks. and are usuallyvery lightlyetched or scored onto surfaces,
sometimes so lightlythat they are invisibleunless a bright light is aimed obliquely along a beam.
Another type are 'daisy wheels' can be found throughout the world. They are compass-drawn
circles with six petalswithinand it appearson buildingsand on furniturethroughoutBritain.

In addition,there is at least one 'candle'burn' mark (left) which were believedto guard againstfire
or, more generally, evil. Finally, there are medieval carpenters assembly marks which often
comprisepairedRoman numerals(right, in this instancexx) to indicatewhichjointsfit together.

All in all, manyforms of protection were sought!A numberof points arise which are salientto the
Corsham High Street Project: firstly, ‘hard and fast assumptions’about buildingsshould not be
madebasedjuston their externalappearance; secondly,how importantit is to carefullyto examine
the fabric of buildings because it is easy to overlook all sorts of in distinct markings which
neverthelessmay havesignificance.

2 Ronald Hutton (ed), ‘Physicalevidencefor Ritualacts, Sorcery and Witchcraft in Christian Britain’
2015 pps. 39-67”

John Maloney

Wadswick Green
Wadswick Green, a RetirementVillageof some 25 acres, in Neston, Corsham, has been built for
those who perhaps wish to downsize their living arrangements,or move closer to relatives.
Whatever the reason, the project is provingto be very successful. The first phasewas built in 2015
and consisted of some 112 apartments. A restaurant,swimmingpool and other exercise facilities
were also included. Since the site is positioneda littleout of Corsham (3 miles), there is a facilityto
order a smallshuttlebus, whichwill take you whereveryou need to go.
The second phase,startedin July2023, now complete. It comprises90 new apartmentsand a new,
muchlarger ‘villagehall’where the residentscan perform a pantomimefor their fellowresidents.
The 25acre site is situateda little off the beaten track, at Westwells, Neston. Once the home of
HMS Royal Arthur, a ‘dry ship’ which was a leadershiptrainingestablishmentfor Petty Officers
from 1947 to 1992. At the risk of ‘name dropping’, LieutenantPhilip Mountbatten,later Prince
Philip,was stationedthere during1947, and was well known for frequentingthe MethuenArms, to
play skittles and darts with his student PO’s and the locals, when he wasn’t dashing off to
BuckinghamPalaceto meet with his prospectivebride!He is reputedto hold the speed record for
drivingfrom Corsham to the Palacegatesin the fastestpossibletime.



Apocryphal no doubt! In the same year he was tasked to carry out his first officialengagementas
the fiancéof the then Princess Elizabeth. He opened the Garden of Remembrance,situatedat the
bottom of StationRd, in recognitionof those from the area who were lost in WWII .
The Civic Society were invited to Wadswick Green in January2026, to tell the inhabitantsabout
the Society and its activities. We were warmly welcomed, and hope that we might be able to
welcome some of themto any of our futuremeetings.
This is proving to be a very successfulproject, Of course, the communitywithin is very important
to its success. Everyoneconcernedis to be congratulated.

Pat Whalley

PLANNINGMATTERS

We are conscious that we mighthave not givenenoughinformationabout planningmattersin the
last few issuesof Spotlight. As three of themare of generalpublicinterestwe thoughyou mightlike
slightlyfullerexplanations.

Data Centres and the Land South of Westwells Road, Neston – the Donkey Field
OK so where are all those imagesyou have taken of the grandchildrenstored?‘Ah, in the cloud’, I
hear you say but what and where is this cloud. Well, actuallyit is a number of enormous, usually
grey, boxes severalstories high.
And there is one near you. Well, actually that is not true. There are already four, known as
BuildingsP1 - P4 on the Ark Data Centre site or more properly Spring Park opposite the MOD at
Westwells.
Recently a new 6ft high blue fence was erected around the old Stevens Plastics factory and the
Cinema Animation studios by Roman Lane, the entrance to Wadswick Green retirementvillage.
All the buildingshave just been demolishedand the site levelled. Ark had bought this site. They
originally applied for office space planning permission. Once they got it, they changed the
applicationto buildanotherdatacentre to be calledHawthorn 5.
This was approved but the Wiltshire Council planninglandscapeofficer said, as a consequenceof
the approval,nothingelse shouldbe builton the Donkey Field south of Rowan Lane. The previous
owners of the Donkey Field applied for planningpermission for 81 dwellings in 2018. This was
deferredfor a year and deniedin 2019. The decisionwas appealedand the applicationwas allowed
in 2021 solelyon the groundsthathousingwas desperatelyneeded.
As soon as they got the approval for Hawthorn 5, Ark bought the Donkey Field site as a
speculativepurchasewantingto turn it into an industrialsite. They ignored the Landscape officers
objectionsand the housingimperativeand appliedin November 2025 to buildanotherdata centre
on the Donkey Field. This would be P6. This would be some 20 metres high. Wiltshire Council
StrategicPlanningCommittee deferredthe planuntilFebruary2026.
Despite a protracted battleby the Neston Westwells Action Group (NWAG), and the objections
by Corsham Town Council and Corsham Civic Society, planningpermissionhas now been granted
to this next development. This will be another soul-less building. It will contain a myriad of large
computer like machines- you’ll have seen them in films with large reels of tapes full of incredibly
importantinformation. Well, that imageis a littleout of date but you get the picture.



Consequently Rowan Lane is now going to have a five storey, 18m high data centre on each side
and these data centres are going to run from Westwells/Moorpark up Westwells hill in an almost
solid block.
In their original planningapplication,Ark stated there will be very few people on site as it is a
storagefacility. Justsome maintenanceengineersand a few technicians. There would be sevenjobs,
fiveduringthe day and two at night,so there would be no need for a trafficanalysisas there would
be no extra vehicles using Rowan Lane or any of the other local roads. However, within the
planningofficers report, they stated that the developmentwould provide fifty local jobs and this
therefore carried significant weight in planning terms. At the planning meeting, the Ark
representativesincreasedthat number 87! But no mentionof a trafficanalysisrequirement. When
the plannerswere asked what proof had been provided for any of thesenumbersand the natureof
those jobs, the answer was ‘none’. The wholesale contradictions within the application were
completelyignoredor glossedover.
At the planningmeeting,two planningofficerswere unable,when asked, to identifythe locationsof
Westwells and Wadswick Green on their own overheadpresentationmap. So how did they advise
the Councillors? The map was so old they pointed to Sands Farm as Wadswick Green and
Wadswick Green was not shown at all! And they didn’t know whether Wadswick Green was to
the South West or South East of the Donkey Field.
Ark had refused to address engineeringconcerns about the build, the mines underground, the
flood risk to local residents and numerous other issues. This resulted in the PlanningAuthority
placing a large number of ‘Conditions’ on the application. This is directly breaches the process
required by planningregulationsbut few in authority seem to be concerned. The problem with
setting these Conditions is that developers can then go back to Wiltshire Council planners and
statethattheyare too difficultto achieveand requestthatanothereasiersolutionbe sought!
This is much easier to get away with as they don’t have to notify the public of these subsequent
changes.



These data centres require an enormous amount of electricity to run them and a considerable
amountof water to keep them cool. The problem is thatWestwells is a very smallvillagewith only
a limitedsupply of water and electricity. Where will these massive quantitiesof both come from
and what sort of buildingsand buildingwork will be required to produce them?This has not been
explained.
The majority of Wiltshire Council PlanningCommittee members seemed oblivious to many of
theseissuesand basicallywaved throughthe applicationwithoutapparentunderstanding,or even a
desire to ask meaningfulquestions. Even the chairmanappearedfed up with the inadequacyof the
process and the finaloutcome
The decision departs completely from the spirit of the Wiltshire’s Strategic PlanningFramework
and Spatial Plan and risks settinga precedent that encouragesspeculativeindustrialdevelopment
proposals in other sensitivelocations. We are left wondering what exactly is the functionof the
planningprocess if it is going to ignore strategic policies that are in place, ignore local resident’s
objectionsand not even requiredevelopersto comply with the councilsown planningprocess.
And who owns Ark Ltd? It is the proprietor of an American private equity/hedgefund who has
been tryingto sell the entirecompanysinceSeptember2025!

Edward Barrett and Morgyn Davies

Lime Down
The Lime Down project is a plan to create a 1,237 hectare (3056 acres) development of 50
megawattgeneratingphotovoltaic(PV) solar panelsand a batteryenergystoragesystem(BESS) on
fivesitesnorth of the M4 betweenHullavingtonand Westonbirt.

There will be other infrastructureintegralto construction,operation, maintenanceand ultimately
de-commissioning(aftersixty years of designlife).
The electricity produced will then be linked to the National Grid at the Melkshamsub-station,
some 22 kilometre(13 miles)south and situatedto the east of the Whitley Golf course.

.



Cables will be contained in a trench which will be dug across agriculturalland, crossing several
roads and withintunnelsunder the M4 and the railway. The developerstatesthat all cableswill be
below ground, both those connectingPV sites and those connectingwith the sub-station. No new
overhead poles or other components will be sited in open farmland. Where the cable passes
throughlandscapefeatures,i.e. woodland,and importantaccess roads and thoroughfares,“trench-
less techniques”will be employed. This refers to tunnellingand micro-tunnellingand other methods
for the installationof pipelinesand cablesbelow groundwith minimalexcavation. This is carried out
by horizontaldrillingtakinginto account the soil type, the water table and trees etc. The purpose
of the techniquebeingto minimisedisruptionto surfacetrafficand other activities.
The part of the project that will impactus in the civic parish of Corsham is the path of the trench.
The route through the parish enters just the east of the Chequers crossroads, swinging first
eastwardsthen south-westwards to the east of Easton before enteringa tunnelunder the railway
just to the west of the Roebuck bridge. It will then travel southwestto cross the Gastard road just
to the north-west of the old Silver Street garage. It will thenswingsouth round the west of Gastard
village and Chapel Knapp. It will then roughly follow a southerly route to the west of the road
towards Melksham,crossing that road in an easterly direction just south of the road junction to
Beanacrefor the lastmileor so.
The impact on our countryside probably began with the Industrial Revolution. Firstly canals,
railways,sewers followedby water and gas mainsand thenelectricitypylons. They haveall blended
with and become part of the man-made landscape. The exception being the last of these, which
though spectacularlyugly does at least allow farmingto go on around them. So the diggingof the
trench will be an eyesore but at least short term and transitoryand after the reinstatementof the
landthere shouldbe littletrace. There will be an environmentalimpactto this project but it should
not be great in our area and the fieldsand other landshouldrecover well.
Disruption is another matter. In Corsham parish the trench will cut across six roads which could
cause delays and diversions for a period of time in an area where the diversion routes will be on
roads not designed for the traffic they will be required to take It is hoped that the trenching
techniquedescribedabove will be employedto mitigatemanysuch delays. And with the popularity
of ramblingin the area, what about damageto the footpathsacross the very large numberof fields
along the route?It is hoped that bodies such as the local authoritiesand the Cotswold Wardens
togetherwith walkinggroups and individualswill monitor this matter so that it doesn't become an
issue.
Informationcan be found on the website of the action group formed to contest this proposal –
stoplimedown.com.
Neither Corsham Town Council nor Corsham Civic Society has objectedto an issue that will have
a negligibleimpactof our communityas a whole. It is worth notingthat althoughWiltshire Council
does not support the Development Consent Order (DCO), the actual decision for this National
SignificantlyInfrastructureProject (NSIP) will be takenby the Secretaryof State!

Edward Barrett and David Bertwistle

Housing development opposite the Catholic Church on the London Road in Pickwick
This proposal has been going on for several years. A developer, Gladman Developments,
speculativelytook out an option to buy the field on the north side of the Bath road, opposite the
Catholic church and betweenthe road and Guyers House. They plan to build150 houses and two
officeblocks. The site is on top of a working stone mine.



The proposal was objected to by Wiltshire Council, Corsham Town Council, the Corsham Civic
Society, the Pickwick Association and the owners of Guyers House, among others. A Planning
Inspector was appointedand matterwas discussedat a Public Inquiryin 2015. The developerwas
given permission but subject to a long list of stringent conditions includingregarding noise and
vibration.
The developers failed to persuade Wiltshire Council they had met the conditions submittedan
appeal againstthe Council’s decision and the Inspectorate was obliged to hold a second Public
Inquiryin 2020/ 21. The people won.
A new developer,Great Tew, came along and submittedan almost identicalscheme but this time
“bought off” the mine. Wiltshire Council sought lots more informationto fill gapingholes in the
applicationsbut eventuallythe developer lost patienceand appealedto the PlanningInspectorate
who were obliged to hold a third Public Inquiry in January2026. This time Wiltshire Council, the
planningauthority,pinnedall its objectionon noise and vibrationand then at the Inquirywithdrew
its opposition sayingit had reached agreementwith the developer on this. The mine owners also
changed their mind and decided to discontinuemining under the actual site and a buffer zone
aroundit. This timethe people lost.
The most affected campaignershave been the Pickwick Association, and they did not give up
without a fight. They took legal advice regarding an appeal of the decision due to the way the
inquirywas conductedbut thatadvicesaid thatalthoughthey mightwin the argumentnevertheless
the inspector’s decision might not be overturned due to the nationalgovernmentguidelineson
makingbuildinga priority.

Edward Barrett and Chris Johnson

Conclusion
So, in the end, local opinion has been ignored. The Government is very keen to build more
houses. Wiltshire Council is taskedby the Government to allow more buildingon its patch.
Speculative,out of area, developerswant to make a profit on their outlayand promise the earthto
get initialplanningpermission and then do everythingthey can to weasel out of any deliverable
benefit that doesn’t make them a profit; no additionalpharmacies,GP’s, dentists, school places,
green spaces etc. And ,of course, the State can override with nationalprojects. Thus most of the
high-cost planningproject decisionsmustbe consideredto havebeen a foregoneconclusion.



LOCAL MYTHSOR THE TRUTH
Recently,on ITV 3, I watcheda repeatepisodeof ‘McDonald & Dodds’ in which the villageof Box
and the railwaytunnelfeaturedvery much in the plot. It seems a young French rugby player was
murderedin the tunnelby a youngladyand his body was lefton the tracks on the morningin early
April. It is absolutelytrue that the risingsun does shinethroughthe tunnel,as proved by Network
Rail engineers, on April 6th, 2017, when they photographed the rising sun shining through the
eastern or Corsham portal. For years local people have told the tale that the sun does shine
throughthe tunnelon Brunel’sbirthdaywhich fallson April 9th, but that is absolutelywrong, but it
does shinethroughon April 6th, whichhappensto be Brunel’ssister Emma Joan’sbirthday.
SergeantDodds told the story of the rising sun on April 9th and called the tunnelBox Hill tunnel,
which I’ve never heard said before. They filmed outside the Box end of the tunnel but when
locating the body in the tunnel they used a differentrailway location because we saw wooden
sleepers holdingthe track when Box tunnelhas concrete sleepers on a high bed of ballast. I still
haveto identifywhere those filmshots were made!

Michael Rumsey

Box tunnel April 6th 1904 –we can just see the ‘light at the end of the tunnel–low centre’

A RAILWAY STORY – SIXTY YEARS AGO……… .
In March 1966, I was in my last month of the finalteachingpractice at Bath Hill Primary School,
Keynsham. On Sunday,the 6th March, I boarded a specialsteam train at Bath Green Park station,
organised by the Stephenson Locomotive Society to travel over the length of the Somerset &
Dorset JointRailwayto Bournemouth. This specialwas hauledby 2 engines,a BR standardClass 5
2-6-4 tank no. 80043, but the front engineneeded for its power was an LMS Class 8F 2-8-0 no.
48706, one of the most powerful enginesof its wheel type. 80043 was there to provide steam
heat for the coaches. There was an enthusiasticsend off from Bath and the 2 enginesset off on
the hard climb to the Combe Down tunnels. We emergedto travelon throughMidford,Wellow,
Radstock and Midsomer Norton to climb to the line’s summit at Masbury, 911 feet above sea
level. From there downhillto SheptonMalletwhere water was takenon and people could stretch
their legs. A further stop was made at Evercreech Junction. Then on to Templecombe where a
further stop was made and here passengersagain stretched their legs and watched trains go by
from London Waterloo towards Exeter and Plymouth.



SDJR 4 tank engine 41249 on 
rear of our train to pilot it over 
points to the junction signal box

SDJR 68  an S&D4-40 
which lasted 1925-1962.

SDJR 89  the famous 7F 2-
8-0 no. 53809 at Green 
Park Station 4/3/2006



Trains are forbiddento reverse when passengersare on board and at Templecombe station
there was a point in the track which meanta pilot enginewas attachedto the last coach to
enable to whole train to travel safelyback to the junctionsignalbox so we could continue
our journey to Bournemouth. An Ivatt 2-6-2 tank no. 41249 with specially painted white
buffer heads helped us to negotiatethe curved point and at last we were on our way. An
hour or two was spent in Bournemouthenablingmy friendsand I to walk to the sea front
and travel on the cliffrailway. The return journeyback to Bath was rather a sad occasion for
we were the last trainback on the S&D into Bath. Within a year the track was ripped up and
after92 years of service the Somerset& Dorset JointRailwaywas no more.
But two thingsstillexist and are in working order and that’sthe famousS&D Class 7F 2-8-0s
which spent 50 years haulingheavy freight over the line and during the summer months
hauledholidaytrains on Saturdaysto and from Bournemouth. Nos . 53808 and 53809 have
been preserved and are now in their 101st year of service. In March 2006, 40 years after
closure, 53809 was displayedat Green Park station much to the delightof us enthusiasts!
The other class of enginethatbecamethe backboneof S&D passengerserviceswas the LMS
Class 2P 4-4-0 but sadly these now exist only in photographic form. I am gratefulto my
friendJerry Clifford for lendingme a copy of a 2P in its SDJR Prussianblue livery. March 6th

2026, will be a day of memories for me and for my teachingpractice colleague,Rosemary,
who came too on the traintrip. Happy memoriesindeed.

Michael Rumsey 

Corsham’s Beechfield Nature Reserve and its Butterflies

Corsham is fortunateenoughto have two naturereserves, Beechfieldand The Batters,both
of which come under the jurisdictionof the Town Council. This article is about the former.
Beechfieldwhich is accessedby MiddlewickLane, to the north of the A4 Bath Road.
The Beechfieldsite was formallya playingfieldattachedto the Bath Academy of Art. It was
donatedto Corsham Town Council by the owners of BeechfieldHouse in 2002 at the time
permission was given for the Academy Drive development. The Council undertook to
improve the amenity,recreationaland nature conservationvalue of the site whilst retaining
its originalcharacter. The site is classifiedas “open and wooded limestoneupland”.



Four distincttypes of habitatare prevalent. The centralpart is grasslandwith wild flowers. This
area is cut once a year to maintaina wildflowermeadow characterand prevent it beinglost to
scrub or tree growth. The grass is removed, once cut, to help reduce the fertility,a technique
which is aimed at discouragingvigorous grass and allowing wild flowers to compete. Many
species of wildflowers are present including bee orchid, birds foot trefoil, herb robert,
meadow vetchling and notably huge numbers of cowslips. On two sides there is mature
woodland inhabitedby many bird species, includingwoodpeckers (green and great spotted),
chiffchaff,goldcrestand bullfinch. Thirdly there is a wild transitionzone with some longer grass
with bramblesbetweenthe grasslandand the woods and there are two ponds, one created in
2013 and the second was created by the Council and volunteersin 2025. In additionto these
main featuresthere are “insect hotels” constructedwith the help of local school childrenand
an extensive“dead hedge”,which not only serves as a screen but will also give shelterto small
mammalsand insects. The area is very popular with dog walkers who make up the majorityof
regularusers. Since its transferto public ownershipthe site has been maintainedby the Town
Council, assistedby volunteers.

Since 2021, detailedrecords have been kept of butterfliesat the site and counts have been
carried out on averageonce a week during the spring and summer. It is widely accepted that
butterflynumbers can be an indicationof the wildlifevalue of any open site and counts are
carried out by volunteersat thousandsof sites across the country. These counts (carried out
with a technique known as transects) are not only kept locally but also fed into national
records kept by ButterflyConservation, the Wildlife Trusts and other scientificrecord centres.
From this informationorganisationscan see which species are doing well and which are not.
Where speciesare declining,managementplanshavebeen drawn up to enhancethe habitatof
certainareas to encouragerevival. This techniquewas famouslyadopted to assistwith the re-
introduction of the beautiful Large Blue butterfly to sites in Devon, Somerset and
Gloucestershire; this butterfly having gone extinct in Britain in 1979. The records will also
show when you can expect to see butterflieson the wing. Some like the Orange Tip will only
be seen in spring and early summer. Others, like the Gatekeeper will only be seen in Julyand
August. Some butterflies,like Peacock, Brimstoneand the Whites are wide rangingand will be
seen almost anywherewhile others, such as Common Blue, Brown Argus and MarbledWhite
will only flyaroundtheir breedingsites.



At Beechfield,23 specieshavebeen recorded in the counts carried out in the last fiveyears.
The full list is set out below. Whilst none of these are rare or on the endangeredlist, some
have declinedconsiderablyover time. Still doing well are Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and
Comma. In serious declinehowever is the once very common SmallTortoiseshell.
Each butterflyhas a very limitednumber of plantson which it will lay eggs, so a knowledge
of this is vital when managingland to encouragebutterflies. Orange tips for instanceneed
Garlic Mustardto lay on. Common Blue needs Birds Foot trefoil. It’s also vitalfor insectsto
have flowers for nectar and the managementof any nature reserve should also encourage
these. Lately, at Beechfield,Marjoramplantshave been introducedand the butterflieshave
shown their appreciationby seekingthemout for nectar in August. The weathertoo is very
important for these delicate creatures. This is illustrated when comparisons are made
between the wet summer of 2024 when numbers were very low and the much warmer
weather in 2025 when, during June and July, 60 to 90 butterflies were recorded on
particulardays.
At Beechfield,23 specieshavebeen recorded in the counts carried out in the last fiveyears.
The full list is set out below. Whilst none of these are rare or on the endangeredlist, some
have declinedconsiderablyover time. Still doing well are Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and
Comma. In serious declinehowever is the once very common SmallTortoiseshell.
Finally,a word about moths. They are often regardedas poor relationsbut some are very
beautifuland most of the managementadvice above would apply to moths. Their fortunes
would againbe a good measure of the healthof the naturalenvironment. To the author’s
knowledge no data is availablefor moths at Beechfield but this is an area where more
informationwould help and will be sought this year. After all, there are only 59 species of
Butterflyin the UK but in excess of 2,500 speciesof moth!
Butterfliesrecorded at Beechfield2021 to 2025:Large Skipper; SmallSkipper; Essex Skipper;
Large White; Small White; Green Veined White; Brimstone; Orange Tip; Small Copper;
Brown Argus; Common Blue; Holly Blue; Red Admiral; Painted Lady; Small Tortoiseshell;
Peacock; Comma; Speckled Wood ; MarbledWhite; Gatekeeper; Meadow Brown; Ringlet
and SmallHeath.

John Peeters

.



Corsham Station Campaign Update
The Corsham Railway Station Town Team has met twice – on 5th December 2025 and 20th

February2026.
The first meetingwas attendedby Colin SkellettOBE, Chief Executiveof YTL UK Group who
had been involvedwith a new stationin Bristol (Brabazon) and also Swindon’sredevelopment.
He told us that what was now importantto governmentwas the contributionthat a station
could make to future economic growth i.e. jobs and housing. He also said that the next
deadlinefor us to make a compellingcase was the 2028 spendinground.
Frustratingly,Corsham has, of course, grown by c30% over the last 20 years and whilst this
had helpedmake the businesscase for openingthe stationa strong one it did not help in terms
of future growth opportunity. However, it was agreed to consider what growth we could
demonstrateand to that end Cllr Helen Belcher OBE and Sarah Gibson MP would seek to
engage with the MOD, University of Bath, other major employers and Wiltshire strategic
planners.
Sarah Gibson also managed to meet with Lord Hendy (Minister of State for Rail) and we
subsequentlyreceived a response to the previouslysubmittedbusinesscase acknowledgingits
strengthbut suggestingit neededupdating(!)as it was submittedin 2022 and suggestingvarious
areas that could be enlarged upon, including the economic growth contribution and also
transport integration. It was agreed that Atkins, the consultants who had produced the
previouscase would be asked for a quote to do the necessarywork.
MeanwhileGWR are hopefulthat they will get agreementto run direct trains from Bristol to
Oxford every 2 hours from May with an aspirationto increasethis to hourly – this is the train
thatwould stop at Corsham when a stationis in place.

Finally,GWR and Network Rail held a drop in eventon 24th Marchat the House of Commons
for MPs, and Cllr Helen Belcher OBE and I were invitedby Sarah Gibson MP to join her. The
photo includesDan Okey, RegionalDevelopmentManagerGWR) .
Some very useful discussions were held and a meeting is to be arranged with key staff at
Wiltshire Council as it is clear that GWR and Network Rail are looking for a clearer
commitmentfrom Wiltshire Council that they are backingCorsham Station,but also to agree
realisticnext steps.
All in all more talkingthanfor a while and it is clear there is now a relativelyshort window i.e.
December 2027 to put together a realistic case in order to secure the necessary backing if
there is not to be a furtherdelay.

Chris Johnson



For your diaries:-

CORSHAMWALKING FESTIVAL
12-14 June2026. A programmeof walks of differentlengthsand to suit all abilities. Together
with additionallearningopportunitiesin basic navigation,map reading,and First Aid. Working
with Primary Schools and familyfriendlywalks around Corsham, there will many chances to
become involved.

Please visit corshamwalkingfestival.org.uk for much more detailed information. 

CORSHAMTOWN COUNCIL
Saturday16th May - A Taste of Corsham – a chance to samplethe varied range of foods on
offer in the town.

Saturday4th July- SummerFete.

WOMADFESTIVAL
23rd -26th July at Neston Park, near Atworth. An independentfestivalof live and recorded
music,playsand films. A livelyeventfor the summer!





CORSHAM CIVIC SOCIETY TALKS 2026

All meetings are at St Aldhelm’s Church Pickwick Road Corsham SN13 9BD at 
7.30pm unless otherwise stated. Members £2, Non -Members £5. Guests are very 
welcome. Please be aware that these events are subject to last minute changes 

beyond the control of the CCS.

15th May Annual General Meeting 
Town Hall Corsham 7pm

26th June Restoration of Assize Building, Devizes
Talk by David Dawson – Director of Wiltshire Museum, Devizes

24th July The Characters of Bath through History
An insight to be given by one of the Mayor of Bath’s guides

29th Aug Annual Garden Party
At the Lady Margaret Hungerford Almshouses 3pm

25th Sept The Mines and Tunnels under Westwells
Morgyn Davies reveals all!

23rd Oct Climate Change and Bio -diversity
A talk by Gary Ford of Corsham Town Council

27th Nov TBA

Please note that the programme may be subject to changes.

For more information email: corshamcivicsociety@gmail.com or see the website: 

www.corshamcivicsociety.co.uk

Corsham Civic Society was founded in 1963 to represent the people of Corsham in all aspects of conservation, preservation andthe 
promotion of this delightful Wiltshire town. The Society is a registered charity, a member of ASHTAV (Association of Small and H istoric 
Towns & Villages of the UK). It is our aim to promote high standards of planning and architecture, to create a wider awareness amongst 

the local population of environmental issues, the geography, history, natural history and architecture of the area, and to secure the 
preservation, protection and improvement of features of public amenity and historical interest, in Corsham and the surrounding 

countryside.

Corsham Civic Society, 12 Pickwick, Corsham , Wiltshire, SN13 0HZ. Registered Charity No: 275321

mailto:corshamcivicsociety@gmail.com
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