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Editorial  
 
You will find a number of inserts to this 
issue.  Please do look at the flyer from 
Dominik Sky.  He has offered to write a 
song for the Civic Society to celebrate 
our 50th anniversary next year, to be 
performed at our concert in June 2013, if 
he receives a number of commissions 
from our members. 
 

I first heard about the school log of Pickwick School (Page 8) at the joint 
conference of the Wiltshire Record Society and Wiltshire Local History 
Forum on 21st October to celebrate the formerôs 75th anniversary.  Ivor 
Slocombe had come across this log book some time ago and kindly 
agreed to provide an article for us.  Some of the surnames of the children 
mentioned are those of families still in the area. 
 
Iôm sure you will wish to know that we sent our 
best wishes to Kathy and Wyndham Thomas 
on the occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Saturday 3rd November.  They 
have both contributed much to the Society 
over the years. 
 
Finally, you may be interested to learn that the 
magazine Wiltshire Life picked up on the 
article in the November 2011 issue of Spotlight 

on John Hanning Speke, the explorer, printing 
it in their November issue. 
 
Finally, I wish you all a Happy Christmas. 
 

Jane Browning 
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New members  
 
A warm welcome to the following new members: 
 

Maureen Ainsley 
Ethel Barker 
Ethel Gardner 
S.C. Gray 
Peter and Felicity Hurlow-Jones 
Averil and Ron Newell 
 

Judith Pavy 
Sue Pethybridge 
Hazel Self 
Paul Thatcher 
Chris Ward 

  

 

Photo: M Rumsey 

The interior of Hartham 
Chapel on Heritage Open 
Days before the visitors 
arrived.  Michael Mace, 
once a choirboy then organ 
blower at the Chapel, 
attended, his first visit since 
1959. 
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Christmas message from the Chairman  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
On reading my last Christmas message, I realise how time has flown 
by.  What a year it has been: a superbly organised Diamond Jubilee 
for Her Majesty the Queen followed by the  wonderful Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.  For us too, the Corsham Civic Society has 
enjoyed a most successful year.  The range and interest of the talks 
organised most ably by our colleague Negley Harte have been, in my 
opinion, of the highest order.  We also enjoyed a most interesting 
evening visit to Hilmarton in July, which was well attended.   
 
The Heritage Open Days held this September were attended by over 
300 people.  The Society continues to be grateful to Corsham Town 
Council for their continuing financial support of this 4-day event.  I 
would like to extend the Societyôs grateful thanks to all those who 
contributed, in any way, in making the HODS weekend such a 
memorable one. 
 
We now look forward to 2013, a special year for the Society, our 
Golden Jubilee.  The programme of meetings and events are again 
most exciting and I commend them to you hoping you will be able to 
attend all of them throughout the year.  When the Society was formed 
in 1963, little did those founding members think about 50 years 
hence, but here we are, 50 years old and still, like Topsy, growing in 
strength.  Our membership is 160 strong and rising.  We look forward 
to the growth continuing. 
 
Finally, all that it remains for me to say, is to wish you the 
compliments of the season and a very Happy New Year. 

 

Michael Rumsey 

Patron  
Lord Methuen  

  
Officers  
 
President  
Mrs. Anne Lock. 
Tel: 01225 810357 
  
Chairman  
Mr. Michael Rumsey, 
Tel: 01249 715741 
  
Hon Sec  
Mrs. Pat Mosdall 
Tel: 01249 701020 
  
Treasurer  
Mr. Roger Truelove,  
Tel: 01249 712709 
 
Membership Secretary  
Mrs. Jean Beech,  
Tel: 01249 713833 
 
Social Organiser  
Mrs. Joan Maciver,  
Tel: 01225 812225  
  
Programme Organiser  
Dr. Negley Harte, 
Tel: 01249 713529 
 
Plans Chairman  
Mr. Michael Burton 
Tel: 01249 715159 

  Corsham Station Campaign Update  

The three "Ps" - Patience, Persistence and Perseverence - were suggested as a 
slogan at a 1986 meeting of the Station Campaign Committee!  If you study the 
proposed Bristol Metro map taken from the West of England Partnership's 
response to the Great Western Franchise Consultation 2012, (see below)  you 

will see that Corsham appears as a small brown dot.  I am so glad I attended all those Avon, the 
Bath, Bristol and South Gloucestershire Public Transport Meetings!  At the moment, Cllr. Richard 
Gamble is concentrating his efforts on the Melksham 
rail service having won funding for improvements, but 
we need to remind him how important it is to include 
references to Corsham Station within any Wiltshire 
responses.  Our MP, Duncan Hames, recently 
received a response from the Minister, who confirmed 
that whilst the franchising programme was paused at 
present, there was nothing in the draft Great Western 
Franchise Agreement to prevent the running of a 

service between Bristol and Oxford.  PPP! 

Anne Lock 
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 Review  
 
In July we had a splendid outing to Hilmarton, linked to Corsham by the Poynder family.  It was a 
beautiful evening and the local history society had very kindly arranged to show us around both 

the church and the village.  Richard Broadhead and Geoff Proctor, 
along with Richardôs wife, looked after us very well.  The village is off 
the main Calne to Lynham road, so is not one you would normally pass 
through.  But it is delightful and well worth a slight deviation. 
 
At our September meeting James 
Methuen-Cambell told us how the 
main collection was put together by 
his forebear Sir Paul Methuen (1672 -
1757).  Sir Paul had attended a Jesuit 
school in Paris,  a rather unusual step 
as the family were not Catholic, but 
his father wanted him to have a 
rounded education.  At the age of 20 
he stood in for his father as an envoy 
in Portugal when his father had to 

return to England.  It was whilst he was in Spain in 1715 that 
he purchased his first large painting ðthe central square of 
Mexico City painted in 1695 by Cristobal de Villalpando, which 
hangs in the Library at Corsham Court.  Sir Paul became a distinguished diplomat, and was made 
Knight of the Bath in 1725.  He bought 34 Grosvenor Street, London to provide room to hang his 
paintings.  He purchased mostly contemporary 17th and early 18th century pieces, generally 
buying paintings that were more sombre than decorative and which were considered as ñnobleò, 
the intention being to give people subjects on which to think deeply rather than just an attractive 
picture to look at. 
 
Sir Paul chose his god-son and cousin as his heir and young Paul Methuen bought Corsham 
House, as it was then called, in 1745 and the idea of a gallery was conceived to house the large 
collection.  The Picture Gallery was added after Sir Paulôs death.  It is designed as a triple cube, 
72 feet in length.  The pictures are hung symmetrically and generally all the large pictures have 
remained where they were first hung. 
 
Eighty paintings remain of the 220 bought by Sir Paul.  Some were sold to pay for the rebuilding 
of the North front of Corsham Court between 1846 - 1849 and some sold to pay death duties.  
The other paintings at the Court were mostly inherited in the mid-nineteenth century by the 
marriage of Frederick Methuen, later the second baron, to Horatio, only child of the noted 
collector Reverend John Sanford (1777-1855). 
 
In October we had a full house for Alan Macraeôs reminiscences of his time working underground 
as an RAF officer from 1989 until 1994.  His duties included Health and Safety Officer and 
Radiation Officer and he was able to give an insight into the life of those who spent their entire 
working day underground.  Conditions below ground, with constant temperature and humidity, are 
good for storing goods, particularly ammunition and explosives.  He regaled us with stories of the 
CD1 fan, some 160 inches in diameter, which provided 4 complete air changes a day, generating 
winds up to 30mph.   
 
The meeting was also used to launch Pat Whalleyôs latest book Corsham Memories Part II The 
Pre-fab Years 1930-40.  Copies were presented to those whose stories appear in the book. 
 
Jane Browning 

 

 

Memorial to William 
Henry Poynder ñof 

Hillmarton and 
Hartham Parkò 

The almshouses at Hilmarton in 
the ñPoynderò style, although 
designed by Henry Weaver, 
Poynderôs land agent. 

http://www.wikigallery.org/wiki/artist43444/Cristobal-de-Villalpando/page-1
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The Life and Work of the Rev. Wilbert Vere Awdry (1911 ï 1997) 
 
 

On Saturday August 11th this year, in the presence of his sisters 
Veronica and Hilary and their children, Christopher Awdry unveiled 
a commemorative plaque to his father, the clergyman and writer 
the Rev. Wilbert Vere Awdry, at Lorne House, Box.  Wilbert Awdry 
had lived at Lorne House, named óJourneyôs Endô by his father, the 
Rev. Vere Awdry, from 1920 until 1928.  This delightful memorial 
to Wilbert shows óThomas the Tank Engineô, one of the many 
engines he created while writing his 26 books for children. 
 
Wilbert Vere Awdry was born on 15th June 1911, at Ampfield 
Vicarage, near Romsey, Hampshire, to Vere and Lucy Awdry.  
Vere Awdry was one of 14 children of Sir John Awdry of Notton 
House, Lacock and though he commenced work as a solicitor he 
trained at Chichester Theological College and was ordained in 
1886.  In 1887 he married his first wife, Margaret Mann, while 
serving as a Curate at North Bradley but tragedy struck the following year when Margaret died 
while giving birth to Hildred, who later died in 1891 of convulsions.  Vere then married Mary 
Mann, cousin of Margaret and in 1892 Bridget was born, followed by Carol Edward in 1894. 
 
In 1895, the family moved to Ampfield where Vere had been offered a living.  He was a popular 
incumbent and was much concerned, among other things, with the welfare of children in the 
parish.  Two further tragedies struck the Awdry family when 8-year-old Bridget died of 
appendicitis in 1900 and in 1908, Mary, her mother, died of cancer.  Carol Edward was then 14 
and he and his father grew very close together.  Vere was understandably grief stricken and 
withdrew from any parish activities.  His niece, Edith Simeon, came to the Awdry home as 
housekeeper and during this time a close friend of hers, Lucy Bury, daughter of a Darjeeling tea 
planter, often visited the Vicarage and she got on well with Vere.  They married in 1909. 
 
Much happier with his family situation, Vere picked up his many activities and Wilbert was born in 

June 1911.  Brian Sibley, in his biography on Wilbert,  
describes where his name came from,  "It was by combining 
the names of William and Herbert, Vereôs favourite brothers, 
that he got the name "Wilbert", with which he later christened 
his son". 
  
Wilbert became very close to his half-brother Carol who, on 
the outbreak of War in August 1914, enlisted as an officer but 
just 13 days later, on 27th August, he was killed in action 
during the retreat from Mons.  Despite the birth of a brother 
for Wilbert, George, in 1916, Vere found the memories of 
Carol at Ampfield too difficult, so he decided to retire and 
return to his native Wiltshire.  The Awdry family came to Box 
in 1917 having for a short time lived at Middlewick, Corsham, 
when Vere served as Chaplain to the Hartham Estate chapel.  

Their first house in Box was óThe Wildernessô, then in February 1919 they moved to óTownendô 
and finally to óLorne Villaô in 1920, which they renamed as óJourneyôs Endô. 
 
This house was journeyôs end for Vere as 8 years later he died there.  For young Wilbert, 
óJourneyôs Endô was only 200 yards from the road bridge of the A4 crossing the Great Westernôs 
London to Bristol route which emerged from Box Tunnel with a great flourish.  In those days a 
banking engine was retained at Box to bank all the heavy freight trains through the tunnel and 

Page 4 

The Awdry family in the 1950s 

 

The Awdry family at the unveiling of 

the  commemorative plaque to W. V. 

Awdy at Lorne House, Box. 
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Wilbert, George and their father, Vere, took great interest in all the railway activities so close to 
their home.  Vere Awdry was indeed a photographer of railway engines and I have some copies 
of his pictures taken in the 1920s taken in and around Box Station and Box Wharf, by the tunnel.  
The sound of the trains being banked through the valley at Box and the rushing of the express 
trains from the tunnel must have inspired Wilbert to think about railways when his son Christopher 
later requested a bedtime story. 
 
In the meantime Wilbert was educated at Dauntseyôs School, West Lavington, St. Peterôs Hall, 
Oxford and Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, where he gained his diploma in theology in 1933.  For three 
years he taught at St. Georgeôs School, Jerusalem and was ordained in the Anglican priesthood 
in 1936.  In 1938 he married Margaret Wale.  In 1940 he became curate at St. Nicholas Church, 
Kingôs Norton, Birmingham and stayed there throughout the war until 1946.  He subsequently 
served as Rector of Elsworth with Knapwell in Cambridgeshire and as Vicar of Emneth, Norfolk, 
before retiring and moving to Rodborough, Stroud, where he lived until his death in 1997.  
 
A fine memorial stained glass window by Alfred Fisher (1998) is to be found in the Parish Church 
of St. Mary Magdalene, Rodborough.  This window was commissioned and donated to the 
Church by Wilbert Awdry.  Veronica Chambers, Wilbertôs daughter, has kindly passed on to me 
the notes made by Alfred Fisher regarding this window.  He says, ñthe left side base picture is "a 
depiction of the family at the time the stories were written, a stylised rendering rather than the 
exact portraits. The fact that Wilbert is seen with an open book is entirely symbolic, a way of 
introducing the books without which the window would be incompleteò.  At the base of the right 
hand side is the cameo of Thomas. ñThomas is 
seen being put in the shed for the last time 
while a shadowy figure of a clergyman in a 
cloth cap starts to close the door. Thomas has 
a mixed expression of sadness on the one 
hand and pleasure at what has gone before.  
The moon above confirms that this is the end 
of the day, the end of an era".  Alfred Fisher 
also designed and made the plaque at Lorne 
House in Box. 
 
In 1943 young Christopher Awdry had a bout 
of measles and to amuse him and satisfy his 
thirst for stories Wilbert embarked on the first 
of his railway stories about Edward, Gordon 
and Henry, with Thomas appearing a little later.  In the 26 books that Wilbert created in his 
lifetime many engines of all shapes and sizes appear.  One of my favourite books is that entitled 
óSmall Railway Enginesô and in the chapter called óTit for Tatô we meet the two clergyman, the Fat 
one and the Thin one.  When looking at the illustrations for that chapter itôs easy to identify the 
Thin Clergyman as Wilbert himself, while the Fat Clergyman is based on the Rev. Teddy Boston, 
a dedicated steam enthusiast, who lived at Cadeby Rectory, Leicestershire.  I had the great 
pleasure of knowing both Teddy and Wilbert quite well and I can imagine having the two of them 
together would have been one of the funniest events ever, as they were both such great 

storytellers. 
 
When you next pass óLorne Houseô in Box, do stop and view the lovely 
plaque that the current owners of this bed and breakfast establishment, 
Fran & Mike Ralli, have inset on the wall.  I am indeed grateful to them 
for their kind invitation to attend of unveiling ceremony back in August 
and to members of the Awdry family, Veronica Chambers, Hilary 
Fortman and their brother Christopher, for allowing me access to 
material used in connection with this article. 
 

Michael Rumsey 

 

 

Part of the memorial window at St Mary Magdelene, 

Rodborough with Thomas the tank engine at bottom 

right. 

Plaque at Lorne House, 

Box 
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Corsham Quarry Tramways  
 
Much has been written about Corsham's stone quarries and their subsequent role in WWI and 
WWII, for example in excellent books such as Derek Hawkin's ñBath Stone Quarriesò and in Nick 
McCamley's ñSecret Underground Citiesò and ñSecond World War Secret Bunkersò.  There has 
even been a video history of Bath Stone quarrying called ñDeep and Dustyò.  Less research, 
however, has been carried out on the relatively extensive quarry tramway system that linked six 
local quarries (Park Lane, Eastlays, Monks Park, Ridge, Spring and Hudswell) with the Great 
Western Railway near to the site of Corsham Station. 
 
The system was initially authorised by the Board of Trade in 1876, used a gauge of 2ft 51/2 
inches, and eventually consisted of five branch lines.  Although small diesels were sometimes 
used in later years in the quarries and their yards, the tramway links down to the stone yards on 
the Great Western Railway were usually worked by horse and gravity.  By the Second World War 
the tramway had largely fallen into disuse and much of the track was lifted in the 1940s. 
 

Some documentary and photographic evidence still exists.  The 
Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre in Chippenham holds copies 
of the original Board of Trade Orders and plans and sections and 
has Ordnance Survey Maps for 1891,1901 and 1921 which allow 
us to see the exact routes of the tramway and its evolution.  There 
is also a reasonable catalogue of photographs showing the 
tramway sidings operating in quarry yards and at its terminus down 
on the GWR, but photographs of the tramway and trolleys 
operating between these locations are much rarer.  Sadly, having 

personally walked virtually the entire network in recent years, it is evident that very little physical 
evidence remains out on the ground apart from one or two embankments, a rare and isolated 
piece of rail and some decaying tramway trolleys at Monks 
Park Quarry (and even these may have never been used out 
on the tramway system but only for bringing stone up from 
underground). In most places it is almost impossible to work 
out that any tramway existed at all.   
 
It is my intention to collate any remaining evidence before it is 
finally lost and ultimately I hope to produce a booklet on the 
subject.  I am particularly keen to discover any photographs 
of the tramway operating between the quarries and the main 
line railway because one of the themes of the booklet will be 
to use ñthenò and ñnowò photographs so that people can go and explore the accessible remains of 
the tramway system for themselves.  I have already received invaluable information from local 
quarry historian David Pollard, and Geoff  Knapp who lived next to the tramway at Great Lypiatt 
Farm, but if anyone else has any knowledge or photographs of the tramway system do please 
give me a call on 01249 712248 or email me at phil@thewhalleys1.plus.com 
 
Philip Whalley 

 
PS. A separate thought.  Wouldn't it be wonderful if one of the 
abandoned stone trolleys at Monks Park Quarry could be 
restored and then placed in front of the proposed Corsham 
Community Centre loaded with large blocks of locally quarried 
stone?  This would make an impressive feature and also 
provide a reminder of the importance of the quarries in our 
town's history.  Now that three quarries have re-opened it 
might even presage the future. 
 

 

 

 


